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important to include the public in the process of governance that will begin with the implementation of the Protocol. The preservation and protection of Antarctica is best served by considering the views and employing the expertise of all interested parties.
The Committee strongly believes that one of the benefits of this inclusive approach is that it would enhance awareness of governance and its relation to the conduct of science in Antarctica. This awareness should contribute in the long term to an increased sensitivity to the careful balance that must be struck between the two. In addition, because much of antarctic science is related to improving human understanding of global processes important to maintenance of Earth's environment, it would seem natural that environmental organizations become important allies of this work.
Tb move toward this inclusive and transparent relationship between those who are responsible for the governance of Antarctica and the public that supports activities there, the Committee believes that the regulatory, permitting, oversight and assessment processes established by legislation implementing the Protocol must provide for adequate opportunities for public participation. Such measures should include appropriate notice, opportunity for written comment and presentations at any public hearings, and decisionmaking on a record that takes public comment into account. In addition, the Protocol requires that certain information respecting, for example, environmental impact evaluations and inspection reports be made public. It is important that it be made public in a manner that is timely and encourages public evaluation and response.
In summary, the Committee believes that Antarctica has been served well by the interest of the public. The Protocol should not be viewed as a culmination or an end of that interest, but rather an opportunity to derive even greater benefits for Antarctica from the growing interest of a diverse public.
Recommendation 7: Legislation implementing the Protocol should contain opportunities for public involvement similar to those routinely established in domestic environmental and resource management legislation.
Liability
Individual responsibility and the attendant liability has become increasingly important in the design of environmental governance systems. The concept involves two issues: the kind of act for which a person will be held liable, and the nature of the sanction. On both scores, the potential exposure of the individual scientific investigator has been substantially increased over the past decade, in both the United States and Antarctica. Although this situation is difficult to quantify, it potentially could have a chilling effect on the creative conduct of science.ate explicitly the impact of such activities on science.l basis, establishing in advance the conditions and circumstances under which such activities can be conducted. We note that a high volume of activity, no matter how passive or limited in personnel, would likely exert more than a minor or transitory impact; these matters are probably best addressed by the administering agency in a blanket format for the program.demy of Sciences. All rights reserved.
